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Beaulieu were established authorities in Russia. Hanotaux and Lavisse were widely known, the one, for an unfinished fragment of high quality on the age of Louis XIV, the other for a senes of valuable contributions to Prussian history as well as for his general powers as a teacher Among the younger generation Langlois and Be'mont were attracting notice for the solidity of their mediaeval studies, and when a ' Soutenance de these' was held at the 6cole des Chartes, the great Leopold Delisle would preside over the juiy, bringing from the Bibko-theque Nationale such a sum of minute and exact mediaeval scholarship as can seldom have been gathered in a. single brain There is, howevei, a sense in which the nineteenth century may be claimed for the German historians, foi not only was the critical tieatment of authorities inaugurated in Germany, but in sheer mass of printed historical matter the Germans easily distance their competitors. It is, however, important to observe that the competence of the Germans in historical study is a fact of comparatively iccent date No English contemporary of Charles James Fox would ever have thought of Germany as a source of histoi ical illumination. No German of that age would have looked to his own countrymen to furnish him with a history in the grand style. The great historical books which the world then lead and has never ceased to read were not made in Germany, but in Italy, France, and England. There were Commines and Guicdardmi, Clarendon and Burnct, Voltaiie and Gibbon, and for the philosophy and economics of history, Vico, Montesquieu, Turgot, Adam Smith, and Buike. 'Read Burke/ wrote Stein to Gneisenau, 'it is the breviary of all wisdom', and again, (English literature especially deserves to be known because it furnishes us with the best historians', a verdict the more sinking when we icmember that it pioceeds from the greatest Prussian statesman of his age, and from the founder of the Monumenta Germamae Historx** #ven if we take account of the preliminary work of editing and publishing chronicles and documents, in which the Germans have now acquired so great a mastery, there was nothing anywhere comparable for the imposing mass of its achievement to the patient labours
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